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Presidentôs Message 
 

Gentlemen, 
 

Your new Board and leadership team is meeting 
to prepare for the 2023 flying season on the 
evening of January 18.  We will be planning our 
picnic schedule as well as work and 
improvement to our fields. 
 
On behalf of the Board and all members a 
special THANK YOU to Dick Bartkowski for his 
many years of service to Propstoppers.  Not only 
has he been a longstanding Secretary, but has 
actively participated in recent work projects like; 
spreading wood chips at CAôs entrance, clearing 
brush at CA field and laying crabgrass preventer 
with Pete at Elwyn Field.  He also volunteers 
with Dave Harding to make presentations to 
Drexel engineering students and to assist with 
their flight trials.  He has truly been a dedicated 
and active Propstopper.  Please thank him for 
his service when you see him. 
 
The warm weather pattern has enabled many of 
us to fly on a fairly regular basis this winter.  We 
moved the picnic tables at Elwyn to a higher 
area to get them out of the mud.  The fields are 
both in good shape for flying.  When you get a 
few free hours on a warm day get out there and 
fly! 
 
Mike 
 



Flightline, January 2023 

2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Propstoppers RC Club of  

Delaware County, 

Pennsylvani a.  

 
Club Officers  

 
President: 
Mike Black 
 
Vice President: 
Pedro Navarro 
 
Secretary:  
Michael Black 
 
Treasurer:  
Pete Oetinger 
 
Membership Chairman: 
Ryan Schurman 
 
Safety Officers:  
Eric Hofberg 
Ryan Schurman 
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Larry Woodward 
 
FacebookEditor: 
Ryan Schurman 
 
Webmaster: 
Michael Black 
 
Propstoppers Web Site; 
www.propstoppers.org 
 
Contact: Propstoppers@gmail.com 

 
Material herein may be freely 

copied for personal use but shall not be 
reproduced for sale. 

 
 

Agenda  
 

Propstoppers General Membership Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TBA 
 

Look for an announcement of the next club 
meeting in the Spring. 

 
 
 

2023 Picnic Schedule 
 

May 20th, rain date 21st  
 

September 9th, rain date 10th 
 

October (Tentative) 14th/15th or 21st/22nd  

Indoor Flying at the 

Brookhaven Gym  

The Brookhaven Community Gym is 

open to members Tuesdays at 10:00-

11:00am and Saturday evenings at 

5:00pm on the following dates: Jan. 

28th, March 18th and April 22nd.  Indoor 

pilots must sign a waiver of liability 

form. 

 

http://www.propstoppers.org/
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Minutes of the Propstoppers Model Airplane Club,  

 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŜŜǝƴƎ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ ноΣ нлнн 

/ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ мнΥлр 

aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ ноǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

 tŜǘŜ ǎŜƴǘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǝƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ϷрΣмол ŀƊŜǊ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊǳǎƘ Ŏǳǘ ŀƴŘ Cǳƴ CƭȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ 

ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƛǎŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ /ƘǳŎƪ ƛǎ ŎǳǩƴƎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ς wȅŀƴ ς ƴƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ aƛƪŜ ς bƻ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ς [ŀǊǊȅ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ  

{ŀŦŜǘȅ ς tŜŘǊƻΣ wȅŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ 9ǊƛŎ ς ƴƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

tƛŎƴƛŎ ς tŀǳƭΣ aƛƪŜΣ aŀǊƛƭȅƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ 

ŦƻǊ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Cǳƴ 

Cƭȅ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  Wƻō ǿŜƭƭ 5ƻƴŜΗ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ 

ƘŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŜũŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦ 

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

 ¢CwΩǎ ς Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜπƳŀƛƭǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜŘ 

ǳǇƻƴ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ¢CwΩǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ !ǇǇǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎΦ  

.п¦CƭȅΣ !ƛǊaŀǇΣ ¦!{ {ƛŘŜƪƛŎƪ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

 

 tƻǊǘŀ tƻǧȅ ς ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘΦ  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǎǘΦ   

 5ǊŜȄŜƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ς 5ŀǾŜ ς ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ 5ǊŜȄŜƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƳǇŜƴƴŀƎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ 

 9ƭǿȅƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ς ƴƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

 /! CƛŜƭŘ bŜǿǎ ς ƴƻ ƴŜǿ ƴŜǿǎ 

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

 tƛŎƴƛŎ ŘŀǘŜǎ ς !ǳƎǳǎǘ нтǘƘ ŀƴŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ уǘƘ 

 {ŀŦŜǘȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ς ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ƅȅƛƴƎ ς ŀƭƭ !a! ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŜũŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘΦ 

Fields at Elwyn and CA are now fully 
open for members and guests, 8 AM to 
sunset every day all year round. (CA-
electric only, Elwyn - Sunday mornings 
from 8AM to Noon electric only. 
 
 We respectfully ask all members to stay 
in compliance with all Health Department 
recommendations.  The fully vaccinated 
are no longer required to wear a mask at 
the field.  
 
 Please respect those who are continuing 
to wear masks or who are not vaccinated, 
by maintaining social distancing.   
  
LOA with Philadelphia International: 
 Please comply with the following rules to 
stay in compliance with our FAA 
Agreement: 
¶ Maximum altitude 400 feet 
¶ In case of Fly-Away call 215-492-

4123 immediately.  This is a direct 
line to the TRACON Office at 
Philadelphia International Airport. 

 
Tuesday morning breakfast at the Tom 
Jones Diner starts at 9:00am  Indoor 
flying at the Brookhaven Community 
Center gym follows at 10:00. 
 
Members and guests must complete a 
waiver of liability form to fly at 
Brookhaven Gym. 
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hǘƘŜǊ 

!ŘƧƻǳǊƴƳŜƴǘ мнΥпр  

tǊƻǇǎǘƻǇǇŜǊǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŜŜǝƴƎ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нпΣ нлнн 

aŜŜǝƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ 9ƭǿȅƴ CƛŜƭŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ Ǌŀƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ 

/ƻƳŜ ǘƻ hǊŘŜǊ мнΥлр 

bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ .ƻō ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎ 5ƛŜǘȊ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ 

aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ тκноκнлнн aŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς tŜǘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ϷпΣрлл ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ς wȅŀƴ ς н ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻǘŜŘ 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ς aƛƪŜ ς Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ς [ŀǊǊȅ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŬƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ 

{ŀŦŜǘȅ ς tŜŘǊƻΣ wȅŀƴΣ 9ǊƛŎ ς Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ct± ƅȅŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇƻǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƻǊ ǎǇƻǧŜǊΦ 

tƛŎƴƛŎ ς tŀǳƭ ς tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !a! ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƛǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘΦ уǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ 

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ς  

 9ƭǿȅƴ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ς ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜƊ 9ƭǿȅƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

 aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ vw /ƻŘŜ ς wȅŀƴ ς ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŜƴǎǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŀƴŘ [ŀǊǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ wȅŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŘŀŎǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƭƛǎǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ L5 /ŀǊŘǎΦ 

 .ǳŘƎŜǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ нлно ς tŜǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ {ǇǊƛƴƎ Cǳƴ Cƭȅ 9ǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tƻǊǘŀ tƻǧȅ ŦƻǊ ƳƛŘπ

aŀȅΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŀōƎǊŀǎǎ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊƻƭƭŜǊ ŦƻǊ 9ƭǿȅƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ н ōǊǳǎƘ Ŏǳǘǎ ŦƻǊ /! 

9ƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ς bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ 

 tǊŜǎΦ ς aƛƪŜ .ƭŀŎƪΣ  ±t ς tŜŘǊƻ bŀǾŀǊǊƻΣ  ¢ǊŜŀǎΦ tŜǘŜ hŜǝƴƎŜǊΣ  {ŜŎȅΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ƭŀŎƪ 

 ! ǉǳŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ aǊΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aƻƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ IŀǾŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǧŜǊ 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ŭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ 

!ŘƧƻǳǊƴƳŜƴǘ ς мнΥпр 

  

tǊƻǇǎǘƻǇǇŜǊǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŜŜǝƴƎ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мнΣ нлнн 

Call to Order: The Meeting was called to order by President Mike Black around noon.  Thirteen members 

and one applicant member were present. 

We had a moment of silence in memory of Mick Harris, and Murray Wilson gave a brief account of his last 

ŘŀȅǎΦ  aǳǊǊŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƛŎƪΩǎ ŀǎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƭǿȅƴ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 



Flightline, January 2023 

5 
 

The minutes of the 9/24/2022 and 7/23/2022 Meetings had not been finalized yet. 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ  Pete gave a report of the current Club balance, which is in good shape based on this 

time of year.  He presented the 2023 budget of $4,600, which resulted in the Excecutive Committee setting 

the following 2023 Annual Dues:   

- If paid by check by Dec. 30th = $90  

- If paid by Paypal by Dec 30th = $93 

- If paid after Dec. 30th =  $100 (check) or $103 (Paypal) 

¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘŀ Ϸо ŦƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ tŀȅǇŀƭ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜ άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

business Paypal account. 

Membership Report: Ryan reported that we have 4 new members, and our membership is now around 50.  

He and Larry are working on a way to have the basic information for each Club member available the Club 

electronically.  They are taking into consideration privacy issues while they develop the method. 

Website:   No update since Michael Black was not in attendance. 

Newsletter:  Larry again asked the Club members to provide him with articles  for the Newsletter.  We will  

be profiling the 4 new members in our upcoming newsletters. 

Safety:   ς Eric brought up the issue of indoor flying when fast and slow planes are simultaneously in the air.  

We felt that the indoor flyers on Tuesday mornings can address this on an as-needed basis instead of having 

structured flying slots by aircraft class.  

Picnic:   ! ōƛƎ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ wife (Marilyn) and to Michael Black, for all the hard 

work they did on the picnics this year. 

Old Business:  Dave Harding reported that the Drexel Fly Day is scheduled for 11/19.  A TFR   Waiver request 

was submitted.   

[ŀǊǊȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭǿȅƴ άhǳǘǊŜŀŎƘέ ǇŜrson he was communicating with has left.  He is trying to 

establish a new connection at Elwyn. 

New Business:  The nominations for election to the Club Board were:   

 President = Mike Black 

 Vice President = Pedro Navarro 

 Treasurer = Pete Oetinger 

Secretary = Michael Black 

No other nominations came from the floor.  By acclimation, the above slate of nominees were 

elected for 2023. 

Other Business Υ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ǿƛƴŘǎƻŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΦ 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned around 1 p.m. 
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Editorõs Notes: 

 
By Larry Woodward 

All things considered, we had a good fall flying season, and 
the early winter gave us some great days too.  Right now, 
however, it is 19 degrees outside as another polar air mass 
is moving across the country. So Iôm not holding a lot of 
hope for making it to the fields any time soon.  
 
 But, things are looking up for indoor events.  Last week we 
had our first evening indoor event since before Covid.  The 
turnout was modest, but varied, with free flight rubber, quad 
copters and FPV, a helicopter and a 3D foamy. .And the pilot 
ages ranged from octogenarian to pre-teen.  This is the type 
of diversity we are hoping to see more of at the next two 
events coming up in March and April.   
 
These evening indoor flights are an opportunity for us to fly 
together with other members we might not ordinarily meet at 
the fields.  Itôs also a great way to see what other types of 
aircraft can do.  Please keep the next evening indoor events 
on your calendar and plan to join in the fun.  
 
While Iôm on the subject of indoor events, keep your eye out 
for an upcoming announcement about a wonderful donation 
to our club from Newt Bollinger.   Newt is an old friend of the 
Propstoppers from a sister club in Delaware.  He is a 

nationally ranked champion in Free Flight Rubber Band competitions.  He is retiring from active 
flying due to deteriorating eye sight and has offered his collection of models to our members.  We 
will be distributing them by lottery to interested members. Stay tuned for details later this month.  
 
Finally, I want to thank all the members who contributed to the newsletter.  I canôt do much without 
your content. Dave Harding is my mainstay and Eric Hofberg is right behind him.  New member 
Chris Dietze sent me his profile information within minutes of my invitation. Paul Pujol stepped in 
with a very amusing review of his new 50MM EDFôs.  His is a great example of how a simple event 
or new acquisition can be easily turned into an entertaining article.  Everyone, please keep the 
newsletter in mind as you enjoy your flying activities and send me your photos and commentary.    
 
 
Looking forward to seeing more of you in the new year, 
 
 
Larry 
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Member Profile  
 

Meet new member Chris Dietze 
 
By Larry Woodward 
 
My first model was a Cox 1/2A PT-19 CL. I guess I was around 9.   I crashed it repeatedly and was 
always asking my mom to take me to the hobby shop to get parts. I was always interested in RC 
but as a kid there was no way to afford it.   My friends and I were always building air cars and stuff 
with .020 and .049 engines.  I knew a guy who handcrafted model hydrofoil boats and held the 
world model speed record several times. He was a big help- taught me how to blend my own fuel 
from castor and wood alcohol, then heôd give me a cup of nitro.  
 
ñI was in my 40ôs when I finally had room in my life to start flying RC.ò 
  
When I initially got into RC I started 
with 1/8 scale 4 wheel drive buggies, 
but the darn things broke all the time 
so I went to airplanes.  Planes are a 
lot more fun than buggies! Brian 
Pasternak and Jim DiAntonio of 
Delaware Country RC taught me to 
fly. 
  
I stopped out to Sleighton Field about 
15 years ago and checked out the 
club, but since I was a member of 
DCRC I didnôt join at the time.  Now 
that DCRC has lost our field It made 
sense to join; also, I live close by and 
itôs really convenient.  Not to mention 
itôs a great group of people! 
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Fixed wing aircraft are my zone. Iôm a dinosaur and I enjoy glow and am getting into gas.  Iôm 
reluctantly entering the electric era with some foamies.  I currently enjoy flying 3D enthusiastically 
and poorly.  One of my favorite planes was my Funtana .40é  I miss that plane.  I guess the 
current fave is the Aeroworks YAK 54. 90 with a Saito 1.25.  
  
Iôve not been out too many times yet.  I still have a lot of work obligations that interfere with flying 
time.  The work pays for the planes, so it comes first. Bunch of family stuff last year too. 
Looking ahead, Iôve got an Edge 540 20cc gasser to assemble after I clean out my garage 
workshop space.  

  


