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Presidentôs Message 
 
Hi all. I just thought I'd send a few reminders of the 
coming day. After all, the 14th is coming. We don't 
want to forget, do we? It's the day we remember our 
wife, the love of our life, our sweetie. Sheôs the one 
who looks the other way when we bring another big 
box in the house, the one who sits in the hot sun and 
watches YOU have fun. They do all this. Don't you 
think they deserve a special day?     
 
Now something a little different. We got the warm stuff 
covered. Now we cover the cold. It is nasty out there. 
We really should keep this weather in mind. Especially 
your ears and hands. The cold can creep up on you so 
quickly, it ceases to be fun. Take Care.  Be safe. 
 
Chuck Kime 
President 
 

Agenda for January 8 th Meeting 
At  

Gateway Church Meeting Room  
7:00 pm till 8:30 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

2. Approval of minutes 

3. Treasurerôs Report 

4. Old Business: 

Presidentôs review of field operating hours: 

Safety Committee review: 

5. New Business: 

6. Show and Tell: 

7. Adjournment 
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Minutes of the Propstoppers Model Airplane Club  

Taken by Dick Bartkowski, Secretary 
 
January 8, 2019 at the Gateway Community Church meeting room 
 
Call to order took place at 7:08 PM by President Chuck Kime 
 
Minutes of the December meeting were approved as published. 
Treasurer's report was given by Pete Oetinger 
Roll call showed 16 members present 
 
Old Business: 
President Chuck Kime reported that former president Dick Seiwell has 
been hospitalized for several weeks but his full condition is not known. 
 
There was a discussion of flying rules and times at Elwyn Field.  The 
group agreed on Sunday hours of 10:00 AM for electric, Noon for 
others with flying till dusk.   
 
At the Christian academy site Sunday flying will be Noon to dusk but 
Saturday 10:00 AM to dusk.  Weekday times are still under discussion. 
The President agreed to review flight rules and times with the Church 
to clarify their needs and concerns.  Given the change in occupancy of 
the Church buildings, it was suggested that we might be able to 
extend the flying hours on weekdays. 
 
New Business: 
The club also discussed boundaries for flying at each field.  This was 
prompted by several incidents of flying near houses as reported to the 
club.  This was referred to the Safety Committee for consideration in 
their ongoing review. A final proposal for revised Safety Rules will be 
presented to the membership as soon as the Committee has finished 
the review. 
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201 8/19 Indoor Flying at the 

Brookhaven Gym  

Saturdays 6:30-9:00 pm. 

Feb. 16, Mar.23, Apr. 13 

Flying after Tuesday Breakfast 10.00am 
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Show and Tell: 
 
Larry Woodward showed his recent projects incorporating 
aluminum sheet material in foam airframes.  He has formed 
firewalls and motor mounts by cutting pieces from thin metal 
sheets.  It seems to be lightweight and holds up well under field 
conditions. 
 
Andy Peterson returned with an update on his collection of 1944 
Wheaties box top aircraft prizes.  He has been working with Larry 
Woodward to find the correct card stock and computer scanning 
technique to make copies of the WWII warbirds available to 
Propstoppers. Larry currently has two models ready for printing, a 
Mustang and a Zero. He has a small supply of the correct 
thickness card stock as well.  Anyone interested in trying out 
these models can contact Larry and he will send you the files to 
print on your inkjet printer along with some card stock. 
 
Andy also showed his collection of boomerangs that he flies in a 
large area. 

 
Al Tamburo showed an electric powered 
Simplex that he scratch built from scrap balsa 
in a week.  He says it is easy to build and a 
really good flyer that has been very successful 
in competitions..  It has a brushless motor and 
10/6 prop. 

 
 
 
 
 
Ken Merlino showed a Berkeley Mini Zilch that he got 
from Dave Harding.  It is powered by a small .061 Norvel, a 
Russian RC.fuel motor. 
 
 
 
Adjournment took place at 8:21 PM 
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Calendar of Events  

Club Meetings  
Monthly Meetings 
 Second Tuesday of the month. 
Gateway Community Church.   Doors open at 7:00 

Gateway Church Meeting Room 
Tuesday Breakfast Meeting 
Tom Jones Restaurant on Edgemont Avenue in Brookhaven.  9 till 10 am.  Just show up. 
Flying after in the summer at CA or Elwyn Field 10 am. Weather permitting. 
Flying Indoors in winter at the Brookhaven Gym 10:00-11:00 (subject to availability of the 
gym). 

Regular Club Flying   
At Old Christian Academy  Field (Gateway Community Church) ; Electric Only 

Monday through Friday after school till dusk 
Saturday 10 am till dusk 
Sunday, after Church; 12 pm till dusk 
At Elwyn Field; Fuel or Electric 
Monday through Saturday 8 am till dusk 
Sunday 10 pm till dusk for Electric, Noon till Dusk for Fuel. 
INDOOR Flying, see attached dates. 

Special Club Flying   
Saturday mornings 10 am  
Wednesday Helicopter evening in summer 
Thursday evenings in the summer 

Tuesday mornings 10 am weather permitting after breakfast. 
Check our Yahoo Group for announcements;  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/propstoppers/ 

Beginners  
Beginners using due caution and respecting club rules may fly Apprentice or similar models 
without instructors at Christian Academy Field. 
The club also provides the AMA Introductory Pilot Program for beginners without AMA insurance. 

 

 
2019 DUES ARE NOW REQUIRED 

 
Membership renewal for 2019 is now required.  You can renew by mail or at 

the club meeting  

Bring cash or check and your AMA card. 
Dues are $60. 

To renew by mail, please send a check made out to the Propstoppers to: 
Ray Wopatek 

1004 Green Lane 
Secane, PA. 9018 

 
Please enclose a copy of your current  

A. M. A. Membership card, 
 

And Please, Please enclose a 
Stamped self- addressed envelope. 

 

Ray Wopatek Membership Chairman  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/propstoppers/
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Editorõs Note: 
 

 
 

Pete Oetinger takes on the job of Webmaster: 
 
 

 
Pete Otinger, already serving as Club 
Treasurer, has agreed to take on the 
additional job of Club Webmaster.  
 
In the past, the Webmaster job was 
essentially handled by the Newsletter 
Editor.  Given the amount of work needed 
to produce the monthly Fliteline, it is no 
surprise that the web page has suffered 
from lack of attention.  Other than posting 
the newsletter to the index page, not much 
else has been updated in the web site for 
many years.   
 
Our newsletter mailing list on Yahoo 
Groups is open to anyone to join.  As a 
result we have many non-members who 
subscribe just to get to read our 
newsletter. And many of them have sent in 
messages congratulating us on putting out 
a first class publication.  But from time to 
time, I get some helpful comments about 
how to keep it in top shape.  For example, 
several readers have pointed out how out 
of date the Interesting Links Page is.   

 
Pete has started updating the Links Page and will be continuing to improve and update our 
electronic information capabilities in the future. 
 
Under the newly revise Bylaws, the Webmaster has been designated as a standing Officerôs 
position with the following Duties and Responsibilities:  

i. ñEstablish and maintain the Clubôs official web presence on all suitable and relevant internet 
platforms and media as directed by the Executive Committee.  

ii. Post regular newsletters, forwarded by the Newsletter Editor, on the Club web site. 
ii. Receive and forward to the appropriate Officer(s) any emails, inquiries, requests, etc. posted 

via the Club web site.ò 
Letôs all give a big vote of thanks to Pete for taking on this important task. 
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AMA Expo East and Lebanon Swap Meet not far off 
 

Two big winter events are not far off.   
The AMA Expo East at the Meadowlands Center in New Jersey is coming up February 22-24, and 
the Lebanon PA swap meet is March 9th.   
These events are always a fun day out even if you donôt come back with a car load of great deals.  
Let others know if you are planning to go and would like to car pool.    
 

Check Your FAA Registration Status 
 
AMA has received a lot of questions regarding FAA registration requirements and how to renew 
current registrations. If you recall, the regulation for registering qualifying model aircraft was 
initiated in 2016.  At that time many of us completed the registration process and established an 
account with the FAA and were issued a FA number to be displayed o all our aircraft.  Then later in 
2017 the registration requirement was rescinded due to court challenges.  At that time, some 
individuals chose to request that their FAA registration be canceled.  
 
Then, On December 12, 2017, Congress reinstated FAA registration for all unmanned aircraft 
weighing over .55 lbs (250g). For those that registered before this date, the FAA extended their 
registration expiration date to December 12, 2020. However, any individual who specifically 
requested that his or her name be taken off the FAA registration database no longer has an FAA 
registration number in the system and would need to process as a new registrant. 
 
If you are uncertain whether or not you have a valid FAA registration, you can access your FAA 
account at https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/. This site will allow you to view your personal FAA 
registration number and expiration date or to create a new account. I checked my account this 
week and was able to print out a new registration card with the extended expiration date.  Be 
certain to select the registration option under Section 336.  This is for members of qualifying 
organizations such as the AMA. The option for Part 107 is for non AMA members and commercial 
pilots. 
 
 Be very careful to avoid registering your model aircraft anywhere but at the official FAA website 
above. If you register under Section 336, the fee is $5.00 for a three year registration and hobbyists 
receive one identification number for all the aircraft he or she owns.  Please be aware of unofficial 
registration websites that look like an FAA site and that charge exorbitant fees or require 
separate registration fees for each recreational aircraft. I was almost sucked in by one such 
site at ñdrone-registration.netò that was going to run up a significant bill for a bogus photo ID, 
information stickers and a scan-able ñtrackerò code. If the site URL you are looking at does not end 
with éfaa.gov/ then it is not the government site. 
 
If you have any questions regarding your FAA registration login, please call the UAS Registration 
Help Desk at 877-396-4636.  Keep in mind, this office is not open during the partial government 
shutdown.  For any other questions or concerns, contact AMAôs government affairs team at 765-
287-1256 ext 236 or amagov@modelaircraft.org.  The latest information can be found 
at www.modelaircraft.org/gov, Model Aviation, and on social media. 
 

https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/
mailto:amagov@modelaircraft.org
http://www.modelaircraft.org/gov
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In Memoriam 

Richard òDickó Sei well  
1944-2019 

 
Richard E. Seiwell, age 75, of Middletown 
Twp., Media, PA, died Friday, January 11, 
2019. Husband of the late Coralynn Seiwell 
and Father of the late Jennifer Seiwell.  Mr. 
Seiwell was a US Air Force Veteran.   
Survivors: 
Daughter: Elizabeth Seiwell (Erik) 
Step-Daughter: Janice MacCready 
Step-Sons: Chuck (Sara), Andy (Tina) and 
Scott Langzettel 
Brother: Robert (Suzanne) Seiwell 
Also survived by several Grandchildren and 
Great-Grandchildren 
 
Dick was a member of the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics and The Proppstoppers RC Club 
for nearly 50 years. He was elected President 
of the Club in 2005 and, upon retirement from 
the position in 2018, he was the first Club 
member ever named President Emeritus. 
 

Over the decades, he played a key role in the acquisition and 
maintenance and improvement of the Clubôs flying fields.  
Without his dedication, perseverance and selfless work it is 
difficult to say if we would be enjoying the excellent flying 
venues we have today. 
 
Always a keen pilot and enthusiastic modeler, Dick enjoyed a 
wide variety of aircraft types and flying styles.  He was 
particularly fond of showing off his inverted flight. Above all 
else, he proffered a cheerful character and friendly face to 
everyone he dealt with, on and off the field. He was a 
welcoming and supportive friend to every member. 
 
He will be greatly missed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


