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Presidentôs Message 
 

Fellow Propstoppers, 

As we prepare for our upcoming flying season, we can 

happily reflect on the field work that we accomplished 

last year.  Our new runway at CA Field is in good shape 

and we will continue to improve the area for parking and 

pits.  We will also create a lane to allow direct access to 

parking as we enter the field from the left side.  Thanks to 

all who participated in brush and tree removal, stump 

removal, removing the soccer goals, filling in holes, etc.  

We will work on improving the entry way near the gate 

with some wood chips.  We would like to have the 

runways at both fields rolled this year.  I am trying to 

contact a former member who assisted us with that at 

previous fields.  If you know of someone who could assist 

us with securing a roller, please contact me with that 

information.   

Hopefully, you are well into the process of building those 

new models you received as Christmas gifts.  I look 

forward to seeing you at the fields and seeing those new 

aircraft. 

I have recently been in touch with The Presidents of 

Chester County RC and the Valley Forge Signal Seekers.  

We are working together to try to get the Secret Service 

ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢CwΩǎ ό¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ CƭƛƎƘǘ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎύΦ  

We have all been in touch with Tyler Dobbs (AMA 

Government Relations Director) to assist him in any way 

we can.  I also had a conversation with our contact at the 

FAA.  I will go into a little more depth on this topic when 

we meet over Zoom on the 8th. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mike   
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Propstoppers RC Club of  

Delaware County, 

Pennsylvani a.  

 
Club Officers  

 
President: 
Mike Black 
 
Vice President: 
Pedro Navarro 
 
Secretary:  
Richard Bartkowski  
 
Treasurer:  
Pete Oetinger 
 
Membership Chairman: 
Ryan Schurman 
 
Safety Officers:  
Eric Hofberg 
Ryan Schurman 
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Larry Woodward 
 
FacebookEditor: 
Ryan Schurman 
 
Webmaster: 
Michael Black 
 
Propstoppers Web Site; 
www.propstoppers.org 
 
Contact: Propstoppers@gmail.com 

 
Material herein may be freely 

copied for personal use but shall not be 
reproduced for sale. 

 
 

Agenda  
 

Propstoppers General Membership Zoom Meeting 
Tuesday February 8, 2022. 
The zoom link will be sent a day or two prior to the 
meeting. 

 
Call to Order 7:00 PM 
 
Minutes of the November meeting 
 
Treasurerôs Report ï Pete 
 
Presidentôs Report 
 
Committee Reports 

 
Membership 
 
Website 
 
Newsletter 
 
Safety 
 
Picnic 

 
Old Business 

 
Porta Potties 
 
Field Improvements 
 
Other? 

 
New Business 
 LOA Addendum and Hours of Operation 
  

Indoor Flying at the 

Brookhaven Gym  

The Brookhaven Community Gym is 

once again closed until further notice 

due to increased Covid threat.   

 

http://www.propstoppers.org/
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Minutes of the Propstoppers Model Airplane Club,  
Saturday November 13, 2021  
 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by 

President Mike Black at 12:01 PM. at the Gateway 

Community Church Flying Field.   

Minutes of the October 2021 meeting were approved.  
 
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Pete Oetinger 
reported that the club is in good financial shape and 
the budget for the next year had been approved by the 
board. 
Dues will be $90.00 for the year with a $10.00 
discount if paid by midnight December 31.   
 
Membership: Ryan Schurman 42 paid members,  
3 Juniors , 6 people have not renewed. 
 
Newsletter: Editor Larry Woodward said that the next 
quarterly newsletter will be published in late 
December. 
 
Website: Webmaster Michael Black, No report. 
 

Safety: Safety Officers Eric Hofberg and Ryan 

Schurman: No report 

Old Business: 
Nominations for the club officers closed midnight 

October 31.  All members were notified that there were 

no new nominations.  Therefore, the officers for 2022 

will remain the same. 

New Business: 
Mike thanked the work detail that came out this 

morning and cleared a great deal of brush and trees 

from the side of the field that is opposite the current 

pit. He said field work will continue to make that site 

usable. That side is better in the morning as the sun 

would be at your back.  

Election of the nominated officers by acclamation took 

place.  The new officers will be: 

President: Mike Black, VP: Pedro Navarro,  

Treasurer:: Pete Oetinger, Secretary: Dick Bartkowski 

Adjournment 12:31 OM 

  

Fields at Elwyn and CA are now fully 
open for members and guests. 
 
 We respectfully ask all members to stay 
in compliance with all Health Department 
recommendations.  The fully vaccinated 
are no longer required to wear a mask at 
the field.  
 
 Please respect those who are continuing 
to wear masks or who are not vaccinated, 
by maintaining social distancing.   
  
LOA with Philadelphia International: 
 Please comply with the following rules to 
stay in compliance with our FAA 
Agreement: 
¶ Maximum altitude 400 feet 
¶ In case of Fly-Away call 215-492-

4123 immediately.  This is a direct 
line to the TRACON Office at 
Philadelphia International Airport. 

 
Field mowing schedule: 
Mowing is now suspended for the winter 
season. 
 
Tuesday morning breakfast at the Tom 
Jones Diner have resumed subject to the 
Dinerôs procedures. 
 

CA Field LOA (Letter of 
Agreement) Addendum with the 
FAA 
Our current agreement with FAA has been 

revised to provide extended hours at CA Field 

You may now use CA Field from 8 AM to 

sunset everyday day all year round. 

We just ask that as you enter and exit during 

school hours that you do so slowly and 

carefully being aware of pedestrian traffic. 

Elwyn Field Flight Hours 

8 AM to Sunset daily for all planes with one 

exception.  Sunday mornings from 8AM to 

noon electric only. 
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Editorõs Notes: 

 
By Larry Woodward 
 

 
After losing out on the Tom Jones Diner Tuesday morning 
breakfasts, and the Brookhaven Community Center indoor flying 
sessions for more than a year, it was a great relief to see them 
both back in business last fall.  Our joy was short lived as the 
Omicron Variant sent new Covid cases and hospitalizations 
through the roof and the Community Center had to be closed 
again.   
 
There is some hope that this current ñspikeò will abate as quickly 
as it grew and we may yet be back in the gym this winter.  Keep 
your spirits up and use the time to build that next great indoor 
model.  In this issue, see the photo article for your inspiration and 
Pedroôs special Indoor video. 
 
No one knows when, but itôs looking likely that the Elwyn Field will 
eventually be repurposed as part of the overall redevelopment of 
the campus.  The Board has been working hard to find an 
alternative site. But, population growth and land development 
pressures over the last decade has made the prospect unlikely.   
 

Fortunately for the Club, the CA Field is uniquely situated in our favor.  Although there are no 
guarantees, there are factors that work in our favor regarding the likelihood of this property being 
developed any time soon.  It is essentially land-locked with no suitable frontage. It is surrounded by 
already developed housing, the Gun Club, and wetlands. The field itself is probably partial wetland 
as well.  The owners, Christian Academy, have relocated to a new and more appropriate campus 
and would be unlikely to see a need to invest further in this remote parcel.      
 
Covid has forced the Club to meet outdoors for the last two years. These gatherings have been 
leveraged, thanks to Mikeôs leadership and organization, into a series of field maintenance and 
improvement projects with long term impact on the condition and utility of CA Field.  This foresight 
and preemptive action will go a long way to minimizing the impact of a possible future without 
Elwyn. 
 
Check out the Article on CA field in this issue.  Be sure to thank those who worked so hard to bring 
it this far and plan to make your contribution in the coming season as the projects continue.    
 
 
 
 
 



Flightline, January 2022 

5 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  



Flightline, January 2022 

6 
 

 
 

CA Field Gets òTLCó in 2021  
Outdoor club meetings and Elwyn uncertainty creates renewed interest and 

strategic action at CA Field. 
 
By Larry Woodward 
 
 

 
With Covid protocols limiting club meetings to 
outdoor venues there has been plenty of opportunity 
in the last two years to come together at the field for 
more than just flying.  Field work sessions have been 
an increasingly strategic part of the clubôs calendar 
as pressure mounts to optimize the viability of CA 
field. 
 
For quite some time now the focus of maintenance 
activity at CA has been simply to keep the runway in 
good shape.  Without consistent annual mowing, the 
outer field areas, especially along the south boundary 
fence line, have turned wild enough to support heavy 

The new South Runway takes shape at Elwyn Field 

Club meetings take place on CA field 


